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Response to Amendment 

1. This is in response to an amendment filed on May 16, 2005. In the 
amendment, claims 1, 8 and 10 have been currently amended. Claims 1-11 
are pending in this letter of re-consideration. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed on May 16, 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

3. Applicant's argues that the prior art fails to teach the inventive concept of 
authenticating a printer unit in commissioned postage meter. The examiner 
respectfully disagrees with the applicants characterization of the prior art's 
inventive concept. Pauschinger teaches that communication is directed to a 
data center (which is USPS, FED EX, etc) that comprises a central data bank. 
Pauschinger also teaches steps of formation and transmission for data 
including verification of communicated data. Additionally, Pauschinger also 
explains that a secret private key, (which is a unique code) is used in the 
transmission of the verified data, (explained in further detail within the 
Abstract). Pauschinger further explains the mechanism, also known as the 
franking unit, which is used to check the authenticity of the communication. 
A public key is thereby employed, further explained in (column 5, lines 48- 
50). Pauschinger descriptively explains that in figure 1, a data center is 
communicatively connected via a communication network 40 to a postage 
meter machine and to an inspection point, for example the post office, 
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located in (column 5, lines 1-5). One skilled in the art at the time would be 
able to decipher Pauschinger views as those dealing with authentication 
process in conjunction with the verification of data while adjunct to a printer 
unit. Pauschinger adds that whereby the request data comprise the 
identification data, (column 6, lines 50-51). Pauschinger additionally adds 
that postage security device for encryption is utilized therein in the postage 
meter machine itself, which is being inventively omitted, (column 6, lines 33- 
35). The printer that is described by the applicant has the same capabilities 
as the printer and the franking unit as asserted by Pauschinger. The 
examiner interrupted Pauschinger invention, as would any one skilled in the 
art of the time the invention was created. 
4. The applicant argues that the invention created by Pauschinger is not in 
possession by the public as his vital point for determining the separation of 
the two inventions . The Examiner respectfully acknowledges this concerned 
by the applicant but respectfully disagrees. One with understanding of the 
invention by Pauschinger at the time of the invention would understand that 
although Pauschinger doesn't explicitly direct his attention to the invention 
being in the possession of the public but one can interpret that this would be 
incorporated in the invention without directly mentioning the step. Therefore 
allowing public access to the printer or the postage meter machine is within 
reason with the invention. In conclusion claims 1 and any other dependent 
claims connected to claim one remain as being unpatentable under 
Pauschinger. 
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5. Again the examiner would like to note that all claims and amendment claims 
were taking into consideration while completing letter. The examiner 
acknowledges all steps taken to further this process but the examiner still 
continues to rely on Pauschinger's invention to demonstrate all claim factors. 

6. Below is a complete rejection to the claims and the amended claims: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7, Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Dieter 

Pauschinger et al. (US Patent Number 6 5 523 ? 014) hereinafter referenced as (Pauschinger). 



As for Claim 1: 

(Amended): Pauschinger discloses a method and system enabling a postage meter machine 
(figl; element 10; postage meter machine) for franking postal (col.3; lines 36-38, franking unit) 
matter comprising the steps of: 
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providing a base unit (fig 1; element 17 and 20; data center and printer)with a printer unit, 
said printer unit ((fig K 17301, printer, franking unit); having an identification code, for 
printing franking imprints (col. 6, lines 65-67; franking imprints) on postal matter respectively 
representing monetary values that are debited in an accounting unit ( col. 5; lines 20-22, 
accounting and debiting) in said meter; 

coupling said base unit to a meter to form a postage meter machine; 

after coupling said meter and base unit, and before initialization of said postage meter 
machine, establishing communication between said postage meter machine and a data center (fig 
1, element 10 and 22; postage meter machine and data center)' remote from said postage meter 
machine and transmitting said identification code from said postage meter machine to said data 
center; 

at said data center, evaluating said identification code and, if said identification code is valid, 
transmitting an enable code from said data center to said postage meter machine; 

and allowing said postage meter machine to frank postal items only after said enable code is 
transmitted to said postage meter machine (col.4, lines 1-6; franking imprints transmits data to 
the center for franking). 

As for Claim 2: 

Pauschinger discloses a method and system comprising providing said printer unit (fig 1 ; 
element 17, printer) with a serial number (data) and using said serial number as said 
identification code (col. 3; lines 48-50, identification data). 
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As for Claim 3: 

Pauschinger discloses a method and system comprising assigning said serial number to 
said printhead upon manufacture of said print head, and storing said serial number in an 
electronic memory associated with said print-head (col.4; lines 1-7, identification data stored) 
and (fig 1; element 13; memory). 

As for Claim 4: 

Pauschinger discloses a method and system comprising, after establishing communication 
between said postage meter machine and said data center, (figl; element 10 and 22, postage 
meter machine and data center) executing a remote re-crediting between said postage meter 
machine and said data center with an additional data transmission for transmission of said 
identification code (col.4; lines 1-19; transmitted requested identified data for verification). 

As for Claim 5: 

Pauschinger discloses a method and system comprising storing said identification code at 
said data center (fig 1; element 20, date center) allocated to additional data (fig 1; element 23, 
additional data) selected from the group consisting of customer data, postage meter machine data 
and time data (col. 5, lines 45-50; postal address stored in data bank). 

As for Claim 6: 

Pauschinger discloses a method and system comprising tracking a location of said base 
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unit said printer unit (figl, element 17; printer) at said data center (fig 1, data center) dependent 
on said identification code (identification data) transmitted to said data center. 

As for Claim 7: 

Pauschinger discloses a method and system comprising cryptographically encrypting 
(col.6, lines 8-10; data to be encrypted) said transmission between said postage meter machine 
and said data center (transmission of postage meter machine and data center). 

As for Claim 8: 

(Amended): Pauschinger discloses a method and system franking postal items, 
comprising: 

a postage meter machine comprising a meter coupled to a base unit (fig 1, element 10, postage 
meter machine with a unit), with a printer unit (fig 1, element 17, printer unit) in communication 
with said meter for producing franking imprints (col. 3, lines 65-66; authentic franking imprints) 
on postal items with respective values of said franking imprints being debited in an accounting 
unit in said meter (col. 5, lines 20-23; accounting or debiting data), said printer unit having a 
unique, ({col.8, lines 64-67); identification data) identification code; 

a data center located remote from said postage meter machine; said postage meter machine 
having a communication arrangement which, after coupling said meter to said base unit, a before 
commissioning, ( communication } of said postage meter machine, ((col A line 34), postage 
meter machine); establishes communication with said data center and transmits said identification 
code to said data center (col. 6, lines 49-53; communications with data center); 
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an evaluation arrangement at said data center for evaluating said identification code and, if 
said evaluation code is valid, for transmitting an enable code from said data center to said 
postage meter machine (fig 1, element 10, postage meter machine); 

and enabling circuitry in said postage meter machine for enabling said printer unit to generate 
said franking imprints (col.3, lines 65-66; authentic franking imprints) only after said postage 
meter machine receives said enable code. 

As for Claim 9: 

Pauschinger discloses a method and system wherein said data center includes a memory 
(col.6, lines 43-45; programmed in memory) for storing said identification code allocated to 
further data, selected from the group consisting of customer data, postage meter machine data 
and time data (col.6, lines 46-47; specific recipients data stored). 

As Per Claim 10: 

(Amended): Pauschinger discloses a method a system as wherein said data center, ({col A 
line 34}; data center), associates said identification code with a location of said printer unit 
having said identification code, ({col. 8, lines 64-67}; identification data) and wherein said data 
center includes a tracking unit for tracking a location of said base unit and said printer unit 
dependent on the communication established with said data center, ({col.4, lines 34-35}; 
communication with the data center), and for detecting tampering at said postage meter machine 
if the location of the printer unit dependent on said communication deviates from said location 



Application/Control Number: 09/855,120 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3639 

associated with said identification code, ((col A lines 34-35}; communication with the data 
center).. 

As for Claim 11: 

Pauschinger discloses a method and system comprising: a base unit; a meter coupled to 
said base unit and a printer unit in communication with said meter, said printer unit (fig 1 , 
element 17; printer) producing franking imprints (col.3, lines 65-66, franking imprints) on postal 
items with respective franking values debited in an accounting unit (col.5, lines 20-22; 
accounting or debiting) in said meter, said printer unit having an identification code (col.3, lines 
48-50; identification data); a communication arrangement adapted to establish communication 
between said postage meter machine and a data center (col. 6, lines 49-53; communications with 
data center); remote therefrom which, after coupling said base unit and said meter and before 
initialization of said meter, transmits said identification code to said data center (col. 6, lines 49- 
53; communications with data center);; and an enabling circuit allowing said printer unit to 
generate said franking imprints (col.3, lines 65-66, franking imprints) only after receipt of an 
enable code at said postage meter machine from said data center in response to transmission of 
said identification code. 



Conclusion 



8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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9. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to 
expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a 
first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action 
and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE- 
MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply 
expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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10. Any inquiry comcerning this communication or earlier 
communication from the examiner should be directed to Jon Bass whose 
telephone munber is 571-272-6905. The examiner can normally be reached 
Monday through Friday 9-6pm. 



11. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor can be reached on 571-272-6708. 

12. Any response to this action should be mailed to 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




BBSS. 



